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Adultery and its impact on the marital bond Issue 30
A comparison between the Iraqi Criminal Code, Year 2025
Personal Status Law, and Penal Code
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Abstract

Adultery is a serious crime that destroys and damages the marital bond, in addition to
being a cause for the spread of many dangerous diseases such as syphilis and gonorrhea.
One of the spouses may commit adultery with a foreign person in the marital home, or the
husband may force his wife to do something forbidden.These acts are considered a viola-
tion of Sharia and law, which requires punishment for the perpetrator. Adultery may also
lead to murder due to jealousy. A wife may commit adultery and the husband may discover
it himself, or vice versa. In both cases, this discovery may lead to a fit of rage, and the
person may seek to wash away the shame that has befallen him, so he commits murder,
which may extend to the partner. In this case, what is the ruling on the husband?Is he to
be punished for premeditated murder, or is he to be considered a crime of honor and par-
doned and not sentenced? Or the husband may resort to the judiciary in order to separate
from his wife, and the same applies to the wife in the event that the husband commits the
act of adultery. Accordingly, in order to know the ruling on committing adultery by one of
the spouses and to clarify the effect of this indecent act on the marital bond.
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