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I Abstract

This research addresses a complex legal problem concerning the determination of the legal status of a non-
Muslim Gulf resident within the scope of zakat liability in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in light of Islamic
Sharia provisions and the regulatory framework governing zakat collection. The study raises a central
question: Is the combination of Gulf nationality, residency, and the practice of licensed activity sufficient
to establish zakat liability for a non-Muslim, or does the specific Sharia nature of zakat prevent such an
extension and require a different legal characterization? The study adopts the descriptive analytical
approach. It concludes that the regulatory framework establishes a preliminary basis for liability, but is
insufficient on its own to determine final zakat liability in this complex case unless interpreted in light of
zakat’s Sharia nature and its position within the Saudi legal system. The study also finds that the absence
of zakat liability does not necessarily entail automatic transfer to the tax base, which remains conditional
upon a legal basis and specific requirements. Its scientific contribution lies in distinguishing preliminary
from final zakat liability and clarifying the resulting implications for legal characterization and application.
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18 Altawyan, Ahmed A (2020) "The Tax and Zakat Appeal System in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: An overview," op. cit, pp.

33-55.
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19 Sawmar, A A. and Mohammed, M.O., “"How Governance Practices Influence Mandatory Zakah Payment in Saudi Arabia?”,

Journal of King Abdulaziz University: Islamic Economics,Vol. 34, No. 1, 2021, doi: 10.4197/Islec. pp. 3—24, esp. pp. 17—-20.
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22 Sawmar, AA. and Mohammed, M.O., “How Governance Practices Influence Mandatory Zakah Payment in Saudi Arabia?”,

op. cit, pp. 3—24, esp. pp. 17—20 ; Altawyan, Ahmed A (2020) "The Tax and Zakat Appeal System in the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia: An overview," op. cit, pp. 33-55.
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24 Sawmar, AA. and Mohammed, M.O., “How Governance Practices Influence Mandatory Zakah Payment in Saudi Arabia?”,

op. cit, pp. 3—24, esp. pp. 17-20.
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