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Abstract

This paper tackles the impact of power parties systems on Iraq’s unbalanced
foreign policy after its occupation in 2003. Instead of being guided by the state’s
supreme interests, the state’s foreign policy is much influenced by the religious,
sectarian, and ethnic foundations and the narrow interests upon which these
political parties were based. The aim of these parties was mostly how to gain power
to achieve their agendas which do not live up to the ambition of state rebuilding.
The preponderance of partisan and sectarian loyalties has led to hidden or open
conflicts between these various parties. To win this conflict, some parties have
gone to the regional powers (Iran, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia) for support, and
this has resulted in influencing foreign policy. The paper ends up with certain
guidelines for establishing a political system with national priorities for a state
with an independent will.
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