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Abstract

Coastal countries possess sovereignty that is close to their sovereignty over
their land territory, and in light of this they possess a set of rights and powers over
their internal waters. Among those rights is the right to prevent foreign ships from
entering their internal waters which is granted by the international conventions.
However, there is a jurisprudence side here which has called to restrict this right
in respect of cases of force majeure only because otherwise it will lead to the
obstruction of international trade. The coastal state has some legal powers over
foreign ships located in inland waters. These legal powers and what the coastal
state exercises from them are determined according to the type of those ships
whether they are being public or private.
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