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THE PROBLEM OF FORECASTING IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:
LIMITS OF THEORIES AND METHODOLOGICAL DIffiCULTIES
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Abstract

The academic community of international relations has shown, from an
early period, great interest in efforts to establish a scientific theory that allows
providing an explanatory framework for the study of political phenomena, as well
as clarifying the epistemological limits of this discipline. But this did not prevent
his preoccupation with the endeavor to reach prediction, considering that the
achievement of this purpose adds a more abstract scientific character to the theory,
close to the level of accuracy that characterizes the theories of applied sciences.

With the solidification of the realization that international facts proved the
inability of the theory, or its failure to anticipate many events, or the inadequacy
of its hypotheses to explain the phenomena of international politics or track
non-linear change, the international relations community began to exert greater
efforts in producing studies concerned with prediction based on interest in a more
research scope, specifically in terms of time and space by focusing on issues that
are easy to control its variables. These studies also aimed to generalize their results
to similar cases. However, it also showed some shortcomings.
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