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Abstract

The security variable of Sweden has a great influence on its foreign policy that
differs from its European environment, whose relations have been characterized for
a long period of time, which had major repercussions on its stability, and in order
to keep away from the state of war and instability, Sweden has pursued a security
policy and since 1814 it has been characterized by not participating in military
alliances. Which was considered a guiding principle in its foreign policy that it has
followed for more than two centuries. This policy, which has been described as
solid neutrality, has undergone significant change since the end of the Cold War
in 1989 in the direction of diluting the formula of neutrality and gradual integration
into its European environment with a new version of «flexible neutrality» through
Joining the Partnership for Peace program in 1994 and the European Union in
1995. Sweden believes that abandoning neutrality as a guiding principle in favor of
solidarity was considered compatible with membership in the European Union and
cooperation with NATO, especially after the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty 2016 by
the Swedish parliament. The security that prevailed in the European environment
has been the driving force for revisions to the Swedish foreign policy.
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