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RussIAN STRATEGIC SHIFTS IN BLACK AND MEDITERRANEAN SEAS
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Abstract
The Russian Federation is located in a region that represents the heart
of the world (Eurasia).

However, the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the
independence of its states gave rise to major challenges for the
Russian Federation: the loss of strategic ports in the most important
global seas such as: Black Bahrain and the Mediterranean. They
also joined NATO and four other countries in the Caspian Sea that
controlled it. Therefore, Russia has taken a number of measures
to address the challenges left by the Soviet disintegration in 1991,
including: the restoration of the ports east and north of the Black Sea
within the regions (Abkhazia), which was independent with Russiars
support after the Georgian-Russian war in 2008 and (Crimea)
annexed Russia in 2914. Russia also prepared and equipped the
bases of Tartous and Hmeimim in the eastern Mediterranean. In
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addition, Russia uses a policy of deterrence against NATO to prevent
it from joining countries with which it shares borders.

Black and Mediterranean Bahrain has witnessed strategic shifts
as a result of these actions by the Russian Federation, characterized
by its political and strategic effects that have curtailed the US-
European role in both Black and Mediterranean Bahrain and broke
the siege imposed by NATO, thus meeting the requirements of
regaining its position and role in International system.
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(v*) Luke Coffey, Russia’s priority is the survival of Assad’s regime, 18 November 2015retrieved from
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