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I Abstract

The shortcomings of legal protection of the environment do not stem from weak penalties alone, but rather
from the continued tendency of legislation to construct environmental responsibility on an individualistic
and centralized conception that makes the State solely responsible for protection and society a passive
recipient thereof, whereas the collective and extended nature of environmental harm requires
reconstructing responsibility on the basis of partnership, so that participation in prevention, detection, and
reporting becomes a manifestation of the constitutional obligation, while criminal law protects such
participation from deception, concealment, obstruction, and retaliation.
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